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episodes, and attracted public attention to such a
degree and for so long a time, that they are
treated in separate chapters. There are, however,
certain lesser rnediumships which call for a shorter
notice.

One of these was that of Linton, the blacksmith, a
man who was quite illiterate and yet, like A. J. Davis,
wrote a remarkable book under alleged spirit control.
This book of 530 pages, called " The Healing of the
Nations," is certainly a remarkable production what-
ever its source, and it is obviously impossible that it
could have been normally produced by such an author.
It is adorned by a very long preface from the pen of
Governor Tallmadge, which shows that the worthy
senator was no mean student of antiquity. The case
from the point of view of the classics and the early
Church has seldom been better stated.

In 1857 Harvard University again made itself
notorious by the persecution and expulsion of a
student named Fred Willis, for the practice of medium-
ship. It would almost seem that the spirit of Cotton
Mather and the old witch-finders of Salem had
descended upon the great Boston seat of learning, for
in those early days it was constantly at issue with
those unseen forces which no one can hope to conquer.
This matter began by an intemperate attempt upon
the part of a Professor Eustis to prove that Willis was
fraudulent, whereas all the evidence shows clearly that
he was a true sensitive, who shrank greatly from any
public use of his powers. The matter caused con-
siderable excitement and scandal at the time. This

144